
 
 

Initial Carrier Set-Up  
 

Dear Carrier, 
 
 
Thank you for your inquiry to become an approved MDS Carrier. 
 
I ask that you send the following information to my attention via fax or e-mail and by 
mailing a hard copy to the address below.  
 
MDS Address:  Maritime Delivery Services 
    1825 Terminal Court 
    Joliet, IL  60436 
    Attn: Carrier Qualification 
    
 

Please include in your correspondence the following items: 
 

Signed MDS Carrier Agreement (for Carriers) 
ICC Operating Permit 

Operational Information (Contact names, Phone & Fax numbers) 
Carrier SCAC Code  

Company Brochure or Areas of Operation Overview 
Insurance Certificate with MDS named as a Additional Certificate Holder 

Safety Statement to include certified ELD usage 
Copy of W-9 

 
Note: MDS requires carriers to maintain the following insurance coverage:  
1 Million for General Liability, 1 Million for Automobile, $100,000 for Cargo,  
Worker’s Compensation $100,000 for Bodily Injury Each Accident, Worker’s 
Compensation $500,000 Bodily Injury by Disease and Worker’s Compensation $100,000 
Bodily Injury by Disease Each Employee. 
 
Please note that MDS reviews each carrier for evidence of unsafe operations at set up 
and periodically thereafter.  If we request updated information, please reply promptly to 
ensure that you remain an approved carrier.   
 
Best Regards, 
 
 
Carrier Relations 
mdssafety@mdstrucking.net 
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MARITME DELIVERY SERVICES, INC. 
CONTRACT CARRIAGE AGREEMENT 

 
This Agreement is entered this _______ day of _________________ 20____, by and between 
___________________________________________, with offices at 
__________________________________, hereinafter referred to as "Carrier", and Maritme 
Delivery Services Inc. with offices at 1825 Terminal Court,  Joliet, IL 60436, hereinafter referred 
to as "Broker", 

RECITALS 
WHEREAS, Broker is a licensed property broker holding authority granted by the Interstate 
Commerce Commission in Docket No. MC-594051-B  and 
WHEREAS, Broker is authorized by its shipper principals ("shippers") to arrange for motor 
contract carrier service designed to meet their distinct needs and 
WHEREAS, Carrier is engaged in providing transportation of property as a contract carrier 
pursuant to the motor contract carrier authority issued by the ICC in Docket No. ____________ 
and 
WHEREAS, Broker's shippers have a distinct need for contract carrier service not available from 
common carrier and 
WHEREAS, Carrier is ready, willing, and able to provide such services as Broker and its shippers 
require. 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of these mutual covenants contained herein, the Parties 
agree as follows: 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Services to be Performed. - This Agreement is a continuing agreement as provided in 
paragraph 10, below, and contemplates a series of shipments.  Carrier agrees to transport, 
by motor vehicle, such shipments as Broker's shippers’ may require, subject to the 

availability of suitable equipment.  
2. Insurance. - Carrier agrees to maintain Commercial Automobile or Truckers' Liability 
covering Bodily Injury and Property Damage Liability with a minimum of $1,000,000 
combined single limit covering all owned and hired vehicles. Broker to be endorsed on 
policy as an Additional Insured. Carrier agrees to maintain Motor Truck Cargo Legal 
Liability with a limit of not less than $100,000 and a deductible not greater than $2500 
covering "All-Risk" perils, including Loading and Unloading which shall have no 
exclusions or restrictions that would not be accepted pursuant to the insurance 
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10927. Broker to be endorsed on policy as an Additional 
Insured.  Carrier agrees to maintain General Liability insurance covering $1,000,000 for 
each occurrence.  Carrier agrees to maintain Workers Compensation policy covering  
$100,000 for Bodily Injury Each Accident, Worker’s Compensation $500,000 Bodily 

Injury by Disease and Worker’s Compensation $100,000 Bodily Injury by Disease Each 
Employee.  If Workers Compensation insurance is not required Carrier will provide a 
letter signed by an authorized person stating that Carriers operation do not require 
Workers Compensation.  A certificate of insurance must be provided to Broker verifying 
the above coverage, including a minimum 10-day notice of cancellation. Certificate of 
insurance must be on file with Broker prior to any payment for freight movements being 
made.  Coverage must be written with a CARRIER rated A- or better as rated by AM 
BEST COMPANY. 
3. Carrier agrees to maintain a U.S. DOT safety rating or evaluation of "fit," 
"satisfactory," or whatever is the highest rating described by the U.S. DOT, FMCSA, 
CSA or equivalent governmental agency authority or evaluation method for the duration 
of this Agreement. 
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4. Rates and Charges. - Carrier will be compensated for services performed under this 
agreement in accordance with the rates set forth in a Load Confirmation Sheet which will 
be sent to Carrier via e-mail or fax.  Said Load Confirmation Sheet shall establish the rate 
and shall detail the origin, destination, pickup time, and other specialized service 
requirements, if any, known to Broker. If Broker's principals make specialized service 
requirement arrangements direct with Carrier's representatives, Carrier shall add such 
specialized service requirements and arrangements by notation on the Load Confirmation 
Sheet after receiving confirmation of charges from Broker.  Carrier will sign and return 
the Load Confirmation sheet to Broker before the load is dispatched.  Carrier will submit 
Load Confirmation Sheet to Broker with its invoice, the total cannot be greater than total 
rate on the signed Load Confirmation Sheet.  
5. Documentation. - Carrier shall issue a Uniform Straight Bill of Lading or other 
document acceptable to Broker for each shipment tendered to it. 
6. The parties agree the BROKER at all times will be acting as an independent contractor, 
and not an employee, agent, or principal of a shipper. 
7. Payment. - Carrier agrees to invoice Broker as the exclusive agent of its shipper for all 
freight moving pursuant to this Agreement. Broker shall submit its invoice including 
freight charges to its shipper. Carrier shall submit its invoice along with all necessary 
documents to Broker, and Broker shall remit freight charges to Carrier thirty (30) days 
after receipt by Broker, pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. 1045. Documents 
required by Broker to insure prompt payment include:  Carrier's invoice, a signed copy of 
the Broker Load Confirmation Sheet, Original Bill of Lading and Proof of Delivery. 
8. Loss, Damage or Delay. - Carrier shall be liable to Broker's shipper or Broker as the 
agent or assignee of a claim of Broker's shipper (or in its own right as to any cost or loss 
suffered by Broker), for loss, damage or delay of a shipment transported by Carrier under 
the terms of this Agreement. Carrier's liability shall begin at the time the shipment is 
loaded onto Carrier's equipment and shall continue until the shipment is delivered to the 
designated consignee. Carrier's liability shall be for the full destination value of the 
shipment. Carrier shall not be liable for consequential or special damages so long as 
Carrier uses reasonable dispatch in providing service unless (1) Carrier fails to comply 
with written notification of special service requirements appearing on the Load 
Confirmation Sheet or Bill of Lading at time of pickup, (2) Carrier fails to 
comply with special service requirements communicated to Carrier by shipper, or (3) a 
court rules that the limitation on consequential or special damages is unenforceable for 
any reason, in whole or in part. 
9. Claims. - All claims for loss, damage or delay shall be processed by Carrier in 
accordance with the provisions of 49 C.F.R. 1005. Upon the request of either Party, loss, 
damage or delay claims may be submitted to binding arbitration before a transportation 
arbitration board whose decision shall be final. All other claims, including claims for 
breach of any provision of this Agreement, shall be filed and litigated in Will County 
(Illinois) Superior Court or, at the request of either party, shall be arbitrated before an 
arbitrator who is a Illinois attorney and mutually agreeable to the Parties or, in the 
absence of such agreement, before an arbitrator qualified as a Illinois attorney or other 
arbitration service. 
10. Non-Solicitation. - Carrier recognizes Broker as the exclusive agent for its principal 
for the solicitation of traffic where (i) the availability of such traffic first became known 
to Carrier as the result of Broker's efforts or (ii) where the traffic of the shipper was first 
tendered to Carrier by the Broker. If the Carrier breaches this Agreement by handling any 
traffic for any of Broker’s shippers without compliance with all the provisions of this 
Agreement, Broker is entitled to recover from Carrier a fifteen percent (15%) 
commission on all freight charges of Carrier to any such shipper for all traffic of such 



shipper handled by Carrier for the duration of this Agreement and for twelve (12) months 
following termination of this Agreement. Carrier shall supply, upon request of Broker, 
copies of any documents relating to Carrier’s dealings with any shipper under this 
Agreement. This paragraph shall survive the termination or expiration of this Agreement. 
11. CARRIER will not re-broker, assign or interline the shipments hereunder, written 
consent of BROKER prior to the shipment being tendered to any other CARRIER. 
12. Indemnification. - Except for claims based on the sole acts or omissions of Broker or 
it agents, Carrier shall indemnify Broker for any expenses, losses or damages suffered by 
Broker due to claims against Broker and arising out of or connected with Carrier’s acts or 

omissions under this Agreement. 
13. Duration. – This Agreement shall be in effect for one year from date of signing and 
shall automatically continue for additional one year periods unless either Party gives the 
other Party written notice of nonrenewal at least thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of 
the current term. 
14. Miscellaneous. - This Agreement shall be governed by, and construed in accordance 
with, the laws (excluding choice of law provisions) of the state of Illinois, and any 
dispute shall be arbitrated (if elected under paragraph 7, above) or tried in  Will County, 
Illinois. 
15. Attorneys' Fees. - The prevailing party in any dispute shall be entitled to recover all 
arbitration or court costs and expenses, all other reasonable and necessary expenses with 
respect to such dispute, and reasonable attorneys' fees at any arbitration, trial or appeal. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed 
by their respective authorized representatives on this date, written above. 

 
 
Maritime Delivery Services Inc.   ________________________________ 
1825 Terminal Court    ________________________________  
                             ________________________________  
Joliet, IL 60436      ________________________________  
 
BY: ___________________________   BY: _______________________________ 
 
 
TITLE:_________________________  TITLE: _____________________________ 


